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1838. 



AT THE 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, May 21, 1838, 
The following Report from the Council was read : — 

Since our last anniversary, sixty-five new members have been 
elected, and ten vacancies have occurred in the Society, which 
now consists of 600 members, exclusive of Foreign Honorary and 
Corresponding Members. 

During the past year we have had to deplore the loss of our 
late most gracious Sovereign, William the Fourth; a monarch 
whose name, associated as it is in the annals of our country with 
the progress of discovery in Africa, Australia, and in both the 
Arctic and Antarctic Oceans, must ever live in the remembrance 
of the Geographical Society as its first munificent Patron and 
Benefactor. 

The Council have great gratification in announcing that Her 
Majesty Queen Victoria has been graciously pleased to become 
the Patron, and to continue to the Geographical Society the same 
annual donation of a Royal Premium which had been originally 
granted to it by her royal predecessor. 

Finances. — The state of the finances of the Society, the details 
of which are annexed, continues satisfactory. The only item of 
extraordinary expenditure consists in 1501. towards the expedition 
in British Guayana, but this has been paid out of the annual 
income without touching upon the capital stock invested in the 
funds. 
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Publications. — The Journal of the Society for 1837, as in 
former years, has been published in two parts ; and it may be 
safely asserted that it is not inferior to any of the former volumes, 
either in the importance of its matter, or in the correctness of its 
illustrations. 

An attempt has also been made to reduce Arabic and Oriental 
names to one standard of orthography; and on this subject the 
Council gladly embrace the opportunity afforded them of re- 
cording their thanks to their learned Foreign Secretary, to whose 
able and gratuitous assistance they are indebted for much of the 
value of the various communications, contained in the Geographical 
Journal, connected with the East. 

The Council have also to acknowledge the continued zealous 
co-operation of Mr. John Arrowsmith in superintending the 
drawing and engraving the Illustrations of the volume. 

Hitherto the Journal of the Society has been published in two 
parts, in the months of May and November each year, but the 
Council, having considered that much of the value of geographical 
information depends upon its being made public with as little 
delay as possible, have determined in future to publish the first 
part of the Journal in February, the second in May, and the third, 
as at present, in November. Acting upon this resolution, the 
second part of Vol. VIII. is now laid on the table. 

The first edition of Part I. Vol. III. of the Journal having 
been exhausted, while the demand for it still continues both by 
the public at large and by new members desirous of procuring 
complete sets of the Society's Transactions, the Council has 
directed it to be reprinted, and it is now ready. 

The Grammar of the Cree Language, by Mr. Howse, which 
was undertaken conjointly with the Church Missionary Society, 
advances towards completion ; but it will not be ready for publi- 
cation before the close of the present year. 

Her Majesty's Donation. — The Royal Premium for 1837 has 
been awarded by the Council to Lieutenant- Colonel Chesney, 
of the Royal Artillery: — for his various travels in the East pre- 
paratory to the plan of the Euphrates expedition ; — for the energy 
and perseverance shown by him in its general conduct, and during 
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its progress; — and for the valuable materials both in comparative 
and physical geography, resulting from the labours of the expe- 
dition, in the countries of Northern Syria, Mesopotamia, and 
the delta of Susiana. 

Nor can the Council omit while acknowledging the claims of 
Colonel Chesney as the original projector and leader of this ex- 
pedition, to notice how materially he was aided throughout this 
arduous undertaking by the zealous and cheerful co-operation of 
the officers and men associated with him ; namely, Major Est- 
court, 43rd regiment, who was in command during the ascent of 
the Karun, &c. ; the late Lieutenant Murphy, Royal Engineers, 
astronomer; Lieutenant Lynch, I.N., and after his departure 
Lieutenant Cleaveland, R.N., who commanded the naval part of 
the expedition ; Mr. Ainsworth, as geologist and naturalist ; Mr. 
Rassam, a native of Mosul, as interpreter; the late Lieutenant 
Cockburn and Dr. and Mr. Staunton, of the Royal Artillery; and 
Messrs. Eden, Charlewood, and Fitz-James, Lieutenants in the 
Royal Navy. 

Other enterprising travellers have also established strong claims 
to the gratitude of the Society; and among these Captain Alex- 
ander, of the 42nd regiment of Royal Highlanders, for his late 
journey in South Africa from the Cape of Good Hope across the 
Orange river, and through the country of the Great Namaquas 
to Walvisch Bay ; thence 200 miles due east to the country of the 
Damaras, and by a different route back to the Orange river. In 
the course of this journey several new objects in natural history 
have been added to our collections — some account of the Damaras 
has been obtained — and the features of an extensive part of 
hitherto unexplored country has been traced on our maps. 

Mr. W. I. Hamilton is especially entitled to honourable 
mention for the zeal he has shown in the collection of geogra- 
phical and other information in his various journeys, during the 
years 1836-7, throughout Asia Minor, from the ruins of Anni on 
the east to Smyrna on the west : in the course of which he has 
fixed the sites of several ancient cities — has given an account of 
the geological formation of the country — and, in comparative and 
physical geography, has furnished valuable data for the improve- 
ment of our maps of Asia Minor and part of Armenia. 
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Messrs. Dease and Simpson claim our warmest applause; 
these two enterprising officers of the Hudson's Bay Company 
have successfully traced the hitherto unexplored country between 
Point Barrow and Franklin's Farthest ; and thus has a continuous 
line of 60° in extent of the northern coast of America been ex- 
plored by British hardihood and perseverance. 

Lastly, the labours of Mr. Schomburgk in British Guayana, 
which it is hoped are not yet terminated, claim especial notice, for 
the perseverance he has manifested, in spite of an unhealthy 
climate, in exploring the rivers Essequibo, Berbice, and Corentyn 
— in obtaining much topographical information — and for having 
very materially added to our knowledge of the natural productions 
of that rich and fertile country. 

Auxiliary Association. — The Bombay Geographical Society, 
originally a branch of our own, has received such encouragement 
in India as to proceed to the publication of its own Transactions, 
the two first volumes of which have been transmitted to us ; from 
these, and from the future publications of that Society, now inde- 
pendent, notices will from time to time appear in our Journal. 

On this occasion the Council have to direct attention to the 
great value of the papers on the hydrography of the rivers 
and coasts of India and Arabia, contributed by the officers of the 
Indian Navy. 

From the Egyptian Society at Cairo no communication has 
been received. 

Original Expeditions. — Of the expeditions more immediately 
under the control of the Society, the Report of that into the in- 
terior of South Africa has been published in the First Part of 
Vol. VIII. of our Journal. 

In British Guayana a detailed Report of Mr. Schomburgk's 
ascent of the rivers Berbice and Corentyn appeared in Vol. VII. ; 
since which Mr. Schomburgk has again ascended the river Esse- 
quibo to its junction with the river Rupununy : following the 
upward course of the latter, he ascended its tributaries, the 
Rewa and Quitaro, and on the 17th November, 1837, the date 
of his last letters, he had reached the latitude of 2° 31' N„ some 
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miles beyond his extreme point on the former expedition, and was 
then about to start to explore the mountain range of the Sierra 
Acaray, and to connect, if possible, his observations with those of 
Baron Humboldt, on the Orinoco, one of the principal objects 
originally contemplated by the expedition. 

The Council have thought fit to give their countenance and sup- 
port, in conjunction with the Society for the promotion of Christian 
Knowledge, to an expedition about to proceed to Kurdistan, its 
object being to make acquaintance with the Nestorian Christians, 
and the mountainous country they inhabit in the districts of Ha- 
karf, Julamerik, Amadiyah, &c. 

Mr. Ainsworth, well known as naturalist to the Euphrates 
expedition, and Mr. Rassam, a Nestorian Christian, a native of 
Mosul, already mentioned as interpreter to the same expedition, 
were strongly recommended by Colonel Chesney as fit persons 
to conduct such a mission ; and the Council, considering the ex- 
ploring Kurdistan a proper object for making use of a part of 
the funds intrusted to their charge, have appropriated the sum of 
5001, to be divided over two years, for this purpose. The Society 
for promoting Christian Knowledge have contributed a like sum 
for the furtherance of the objects of this expedition. 

In consequence of this decision no time has been lost in making 
the requisite arrangements for the departure of the expedition ; 
the joint instructions to the travellers have been carefully pre- 
pared ; they are furnished with good instruments ; the necessary 
passports and firmans are procured ; Mr. Rassam has already 
gone to Malta on his way to Constantinople ; Mr. Ainsworth, 
accompanied by Mr. Russell, as his assistant, will shortly leave 
London to take up his head-quarters at Mosul ; and the Council 
confidently anticipate a valuable harvest of geographical and 
general information, relating to the countries of Mesopotamia and 
Kurdistan, from the well-tried zeal and energy of the individuals 
to whom the charge of the expedition is intrusted. 

A proposal, originating entirely with Egyptian travellers, for 
exploring, by means of a native of Dongola, the course and sources 
of the Bahr el Abiad, or western branch of the river Nile, having 
been brought before the notice of the Society, the Council have 
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considered it right to vote a sum of 50l. for the furtherance of the 
object of such an expedition. 

Foreign and Colonial Correspondence. — Three Corresponding 
Members have been added to the Society during the past year — 
Colonel La pie of the Dep6t de la Guerre, at Paris; Don Jose 
de Urcullu, at Oporto; and Don Pedro de Angelis, at 
Buenos Ayres, author of a valuable collection of documents re- 
lative to the Rio de la Plata ; and the Council have great pleasure 
in noticing the gradual and steady increase of the Foreign and 
Colonial Correspondence of the Society. 

Library. — A list of the accessions made to the Library, con- 
sisting of about two hundred volumes, is printed with this Report. 
For many of these works the Society is indebted to the liberality 
of Foreign Academies ; but more particularly to the Depot de la 
Marine, at Paris, for several valuable donations. 
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At a Special Meeting of the Council of the Society, held on July 8, 
1837. the following Address to the Throne teas agreed upon. 

To the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the President, Vice-Presidents, and 
Council of the Royal Geographical Society of London. 

Most Gracious Sovereign, 

We, your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Pre- 
sident and Council of the Royal Geographical Society, beg leave 
to approach your Throne, and most respectfully to offer, in the 
name of the Society, our sincere condolence on the occasion of 
the death of His late Majesty. 

In common with all classes of your M a jesty's subjects, we have 
to deplore the loss of a beloved Sovereign ; but the Royal Geo- 
graphical Society has especial cause to revere the memory of 
William the Fourth as their first gracious and munificent Patron. 

Yet whilst expressing our sense of gratitude to our late illus- 
trious Sovereign, we feel that the cheering duty awaits us of re- 
spectfully offering our congratulations on the happy accession of 
your Majesty to the Throne of a great empire; and we beg per- 
mission to offer our heartfelt thanks for your Majesty's gracious 
condescension and munificence in granting to us the honour of 
your Royal Patronage and in bestowing upon the Society a Royal 
Premium for the encouragement of geographical science and 
discovery. 

England has achieved some of her proudest triumphs under 
the sovereignty of a Queen ; the annals of our country record the 
names of Drake, the celebrated circumnavigator, and of Raleigh, 
the adventurous discoverer, both distinguished during the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth ; and we confidently anticipate that the reign 
of your Majesty will be equally famed for its glory and prosperity, 
and for the promotion of geographical knowledge. 

That your Majesty's reign may be rendered illustrious as the 
era of important discoveries which may diffuse the blessings of 
civilization throughout the globe, as well as endeared to the affec- 
tions of a free and grateful people, is the earnest wish and ardent 
prayer of your Majesty's loyal subjects the President, Vice-Pre- 
sidents, and Council of the Royal Geographical Society. 

(Signed by the President and Council.) 
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At a special meeting of the Society, held on Monday, the 14th 
May, 1838, for the purpose of presenting the Royal Premium 
to Colonel Chesney, the President addressed him in the follow- 
ing words : — 

" Colonel Chesney, — When, on two former occasions, the annual 
Royal Premiums awarded by the Council of the Royal Geographical 
Society were presented from this chair, first, to Captain Sir John Ross, and 
afterwards to Captain Back, they were congratulated on the triumphs 
they had achieved over the difficulties which had met them in the regions 
of perpetual snows and ice, amidst inhospitable and untrodden deserts, 
and on tracts of land which they had brought to light for the first time 
since the world was tenanted by man. 

" It is now my no less pleasing duty to offer to you the warm acknow- 
ledgments of this Society, and to present to you this Royal Premium, 
for the equally brilliant successes which have marked your progress, 
under the opposite extreme of temperature, in re-opening to the civilised 
world a large portion of those countries, which, in times of yore, were 
the seat of extensive monarchies, which abounded in flourishing and 
populous cities, and whose inhabitants were equally famed for their con- 
quests, their commerce, and their science, but which countries have long 
been excluded from the pale of polished nations, and plunged in a state 
of barbarism perhaps more to be deplored than the life of the hunter in 
the woods, because it presents a combination of the sloth and ignorance 
of savage life with the vices of degenerate civilization. 

" In the year 1830 you were prompted by your own ardent zeal for the 
honour and welfare of your country, and by your wish to confer upon it 
a signal service, by extending its commercial resources, with a direct 
view, too, to the enlargement of geographical knowledge, to visit the 
south-eastern provinces of the Turkish empire. You spent nearly three 
years in exploring these regions and in surveying the shores, depths, and 
shallows of the Euphrates, its resources, difficulties, and facilities, in 
order to ascertain the feasibility of its navigation with European vessels, 
properly constructed ; and thus making this river, once so celebrated in 
the annals of antiquity, but which had for twenty centuries rolled along 
its majestic waters uselessly to man, again available for the noblest pur- 
poses of life, — again to be a channel for social and commercial inter- 
course : but not merely for the benefit of the Assyrian and the Chaldee, 
hut for the great purpose of approximating, as nearly as possible, the 
shores of Britain, the emporia of Europe, with the great towns of India, 
now the brightest spot on the continent of Asia. 

" This project, the offspring of your enlightened benevolence and 
patriotism, was followed up by your own characteristic energies ; and 
after many difficulties thrown in your way by the doubts and hesitations 
natural to those who were to be responsible for the prudence of the 
undertaking, your views were adopted, and you succeeded in prevailing 
upon the Government to fit out the Euphrates Expedition. 

" On the results of this expedition (whatever differences of opinion 
may still exist respecting the practicability of adopting the line of the 
Euphrates as the means of that regular commercial intercourse to which 
I have alluded), there can be but one opinion on the ability with which 
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it was planned, the foresight with which all the necessary accompani- 
ments of it were provided, the skill by which it was directed, and the 
cordial co-operation with which it was conducted to its close by all who 
were assigned to you as assistants in the task. These individuals have 
received substantial proofs of approbation, whether by immediate pro- 
motion, or by equally acceptable testimonies in the shape of employ- 
ment in the same countries ; but it is the peculiar province of this 
Society, and a most gratifying duty at the same time, to testify their 
appreciation of the distinguished service you have rendered to the science 
of geography, as well in your first independent journeys, as afterwards, 
when as an officer in the public service. You have been the pioneer to 
point the way, and to open the road into a large range of country hitherto 
very imperfectly known ; you, and those under your command, have 
really navigated for the first time in modern history two of the most 
celebrated rivers of the ancient world — the Euphrates and the Tigris : 
you have added largely to our knowledge of Syria, Mesopotamia, As- 
syria, and Susiana. You have carried on a line of levels from Iskan- 
derun to Bir, and thence along the whole course of the Euphrates to 
the Persian Gulf. You have laid down the course of the Orontes from 
its mouth to Jisr Hadid ; and you have done more than enough to 
secure to yourself a place amongst the distinguished geographers of our 
time. These are the grounds upon which the Council of the Royal 
Geographical Society have judged it right to award to you the first 
Royal Premium, which the munificence of our illustrious Patroness 
Queen Victoria has placed at their disposal, for the reward and encourage- 
ment of geographical researches; and I have only to add the expression 
of hearty satisfaction which I feel at being the organ of the Society on 
this auspicious occasion." 

To this address Colonel Chesney replied : — 
" Sir, — The honour just conferred by the Royal Geographical Society 
of Great Britain would be most gratifying to almost any man; and, for 
many reasons, it must have an increased value in my estimation, if I 
thought I really had any other claim to it than that of having been at 
the head of the energetic men who actually performed the work. 

" My individual efforts prior to the late expedition have been kindly 
noticed, but I must hope for permission to pass by altogether the descent 
of the river Euphrates in 1830, which is now but a matter of imperfect 
recollection, and the award being in reality for the late expedition, I 
cannot help feeling some regret that the rules of the Society did not per- 
mit me to urge the claims of those which were greater than mine indivi- 
dually ; for I, at least, cannot forget that the almost unequalled labour of 
the transport across Syria was chiefly accomplished whilst I was confined 
with a brain fever, and that the leading discoveries in geography were made 
when I was not even present. It is true that every individual performed 
his part admirably ; but the situations of some made them more con- 
spicuous than others : for instance, the discovery of a new river, and the 
examination of Susiana, took place when I was in India, Major Estcourt 
being then in command ; and, as you all know, the valuable mines, &c. in 
Kurdistan were met with by Mr. Ainsworth, when coming home from 
the Euphrates steamer, which had been laid up at Bagdad, after a suc- 
cessful navigation of more than ,3000 miles of unknown rivers ; and it 
is sufficient to observe, that this was accomplished under the direction of 
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Lieutenant Cleaveland, R.N., and his two persevering Lieutenants, 
Messrs. Charlewood and Fitzjames, without having touched even once 
the dreaded rocks of the rivers Euphrates, Karun, and Tigris, of which 
we hear so much in this country. 

" As, therefore, both the credit of anything like the advancement of 
geography, as well as the more daring part of the navigation, belongs to 
others, I should have been still more gratified if the award had passed 
through me to one of the two gentlemen who remained to the close of 
the expedition ; but as it has been decided otherwise, I accept the medal 
as their representative, and in doing so, I would offer my warmest thanks 
to the President and other distinguished individuals composing the 
Council of this body at large, which, I hope, will add to the distinction 
they have conferred, by permitting my name to be added to their 
numerous list of members. 

" It may not be quite out of place to say a few words about the late 
enterprise, which, we all know, was not popular ; why, I cannot say, 
but I am not without the hope that the distinction conferred on the ex- 
pedition this evening may, in time, lead to a different state of things, as 
the'geography of Asia becomes better known. We have had to contend 
with prejudice, and ignorance, its handmaid, to an extent which would 
have been amusing if the effects had not been so fatal. 

" Men are ready to encounter the greatest dangers and the most trying 
difficulties for a brief period, but protracted trials like ours, during a tem- 
perature which varied between 108° under a tent, and 8° below Zero in 
a house, with at least one serious attack of illness in e*very individual 
case, are seldom met with the same unshaken constancy displayed by the 
officers and men throughout this gigantic operation, which alternately 
engaged Lieutenant Lynch, and every other person, myself excepted. 
This work, which would have been nothing, comparatively, if the Pasha 
had not broken up the judicious arrangements made as to camels, boats, 
&c, by Lieutenant Lynch before we arrived, was effected, after the suc- 
cessive illness of Major Estcourt and all the others, by Lieutenant 
Cleaveland, who was in charge of the operation for the second time, 
when he brought in the last boiler to Port William, by means of 104 
bullocks and fifty-two men, guiding them through the deep mud. Be- 
sides the difficulty, there was another marked circumstance attending the 
transport, viz., the decided honesty of the Arabs, who were intrusted with 
many valuable things, which were taken, unattended by any European, 
from the sea to Port William, almost invariably without loss; and sub- 
sequently they continued to bring our letters and parcels of money, 
wherever we happened to be, with equal fidelity ; indeed, we never had 
but one misunderstanding during the two years we were amongst the 
different tribes of Arabs. 

" The descent and survey of the river were commenced 16th March, 
1836, by the two vessels, which had been thus carried in frame from the 
Mediterranean to the Euphrates, and there successfully put together. 
All went on well up to the 21st of May, when our first and only calamity 
occurred by the loss of the Tigris, and with her twenty fine fellows, and 
most of our tools. 

" Great as this calamity was, which thus deprived us of half our 
means, both morally and physically, it had a decisive result on our ulte- 
rior proceedings. My original instructions were to break up the expe- 
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dition on reaching Basrah, which were repeated in a letter I received from 
the President of the Board of Control about ten days before the storm, 
the contents of which I had kept to myself, not to discourage the others, 
and meaning to obey ; but when the vessel was carried to the bottom I 
determined to continue the expedition at my own risk ; and I look back 
with gratitude on the willing support I then received from every one, at a 
time when a recent calamity of such magnitude was instantly met by 
an offer to give up their pay, in order to lighten the expense, and lessen 
my responsibility. The Euphrates steamer having continued the descent 
to Basrah with the same marked success as before, and there being no 
means whatever there to replace our tools, or even to obtain plank, we 
proceeded to Abii-shehr, where she was refitted after much difficulty 
and great delay. 

" On returning to the Euphrates, we examined the River Bahamishir, 
and Karim — then carried an Indian mail to Bagdad ; and after this was 
done we commenced the ascent of the Euphrates, when its waters were 
at the lowest; but we found sufficient even for our large vessel, until an 
accident happened by cracking the cross-head of the air-pump, and she 
returned with one engine only, without the hope of doing anything 
more : but as it was opportunely and successfully repaired alongside the 
Hugh Lindsay, the Euphrates was despatched to continue the examina- 
tions of the rivers of Susiana and the Tigris, under Major Estcourt, 
whilst I proceeded to India to arrange, if possible, for the continuance 
of the expedition. I succeeded in my object, but it was too late; for 
the party at Bagdad was already broken up, in consequence of renewed 
orders from England. 

" During an undertaking which is mixed up, like a nursery tale, 
with rocks, cataracts, deserts, and millions of Arabs living by the plun- 
der of an occasional traveller, we had no accident whatever but the 
breaking of the cross-head, and our only regret was the loss of many 
valuable men — amongst whom was a most promising officer of artillery, 
Lieutenant Robert Cockburn, and another individual, who will long 
be regretted by this and other societies : Lieutenant Murphy had 
already completed a series of observations from the Mediterranean Sea 
to the Persian Gulf, which will transmit his name to posterity as having 
been the first to lay down a certain base for future exploratory journeys 
which may be made both to the northward and southward from it as a 
starting-point. Objects have been obtained during the expedition by 
the remaining individuals, to whom I hope to do some little justice in 
the work now in preparation ; therefore, I shall now merely beg the 
President and the rest of his fellow-labourers in the good cause of the 
advancement of geographical knowledge, to accept the warmest thanks 
of myself and the other officers, for the marked distinction which has 
been conferred upon the late expedition — and may every such enterprise 
be equally honoured on their return by the fostering care of this Society ! 

" The Euphrates steamer was still at Bagdad without men to navigate 
her in February, but they were about to be sent from Bombay, and an 
engineer also. On their arrival, Lieutenant Lynch was to recommence ; 
and if he is supplied with suitable means to return into the Euphrates, 
it will soon be shown that our opinion as to this river being easy of 
navigation was well founded, for it will then speak for itself." 
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At a special meeting of the Society, held on the 8th May, 1837,* 
for the purpose of presenting the Royal Premium to Captain 
Fitz Roy, R.N., Mr. Hamilton, one of the Vice-Presidents, 
said : — 

" Captain Fitz Roy, — In consequence of the unavoidable absence of 
the President of this Society, I have been unexpectedly called upon to 
announce to you that the Council of the Royal Geographical Society 
have resolved to award to you the Royal Premium, given by His Ma- 
jesty, for the year 1836, in testimony of the high sense they entertain of 
the valuable additions made by you to our knowledge of a large portion 
of the South American continent and the adjacent islands, whilst you 
were employed in His Majesty's service, on the late survey of the coasts 
of Patagonia, Chile, and Peru. 

" It was in the autumn of the year 1831, that you were commissioned 
by the Lords of the Admiralty to proceed in command of His Majesty's 
ship Beagle, to conduct this important survey, which was to open to the 
commercial world a new series of approaches into that part of South' 
America, where are daily developing themselves germs of political asso- 
ciations and mercantile prosperity. The eyes of all who were interested 
in the subject were directed towards your operations, until your return 
to England in November last, after having surveyed, either in person or 
at your own expense, seven thousand miles of coast, from the Rio de la 
Plata on the east, to. Guayaquil on the west side of South America, and 
after having circumnavigated the globe ; and they now greet your re- 
turn with a degree of pleasure and gratification, and with a large portion 
of national pride, commensurate with the magnitude of the scale on 
which you have acted, and the unceasing perseverance which you 
have displayed in conducting to its term the task committed to your 
guidance. 

" Duriug these five years, one of the first of your discoveries laid open 
to the commercial and scientific world the harbour of Bahia Blanco, in 
lat. 39° south, the only one, upon the eastern coast, in which a consider- 
able number of line-of-battle ships can lie at anchor. On the same 
coast, in the face of numerous difficulties, you explored, for the first time, 
the deep and rapid river of Santa Cruz, from the coast in 50° south lat. 
to the Cordilleras ; the first occasion on which, we believe, this part of 
the continent of South America has ever been crossed by an European. 
You surveyed, at your sole expense, that very interesting and important 
feature in the political and physical geography of those seas, the Falk- 
land Islands. You have given to our maps, besides the great inland 
waters, called those of Otway and Skyring, a new and important channel 
through the Tierra del Fuego. On the western side of South America 
you have, for the first time, laid down the archipelago of islands lying to 
the south of Chiloe, called Chonos, in lat. 45° south. Amongst various 
material alterations in the old Spanish surveys of the shores of the Pa- 
cific and adjacent islands, may be mentioned, as a sample of the rest, 

* Omitted by mistake in last year's Annual Report. 
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the important fact, that the island of Chiloe was found to be no less than 
twenty-five miles in error in latitude, as laid down in them. When 
your term of service was on the point of expiring, and you were about 
to proceed on your way home, your zeal for science prompted you to 
engage a vessel, at your own expense, for continuing and completing the 
survey of the coast of Peru as far as Guayaquil, the result of which has 
been the examination of a great number of ports and roadsteads, of which 
many were never before known to be capable of admitting vessels. In 
circumnavigating the globe, you have for the first time carried a com- 
plete chronometric chain of measurement, by twenty-two chronometers, 
(many of them your own property,) from east to west, round the globe. 
You have also enabled Mr. Darwin, the well-known naturalist, to add 
greatly to our knowledge of the natural history of those regions ; and 
you have given us the best account we possess of the earthquake which 
took place at Conception in 1835, a phenomenon which has given rise 
to much interesting discussion among those who are engaged in physical 
and geological pursuits. 

" Captain Fitz Roy, — those who are best able to form a judgment of 
the services you have rendered to the science of geography, feel that 
they give you a fair and just title to be enrolled in the list of the most 
celebrated navigators whose names adorn the maritime annals of this or 
any other country. I cannot conclude without the expression of the 
high gratification which I feel at being thus made the organ of commu- 
nicating to you this mark of the high admiration and esteem in which 
you are held by this distinguished Society." 

To this address Captain Fitz Roy replied in the following 
words : — 

"Sir, — Before attempting to thank you for the deep gratification 
which I feel, I must indeed disclaim having such pretensions to the po- 
sition in which the too favourable opinion of the Royal Geographical 
Society would place me. 

" But, Sir, however little I may really be worthy of much that you 
have been pleased to say, I feel so deeply that this honourable testi- 
monial of the approbation of my countrymen is a most ample reward 
for those attempts to serve my country, which I am conscious of having 
made — that I beg you will accept a feebly attempted expression of sin- 
cerely grateful feelings, which cannot be shown adequately by words. 

" Permit me, Sir, to mention, that the Royal Geographical Society 
have removed from my breast every painful feeling which had there 
harboured. I now am rewarded for those services, such as they were, 
in the execution of which I was encouraged and assisted by the sincere 
friendship and decided support of the Hydrographer of the Admiralty, 
and by the most cordial co-operation of Mr. Darwin and the officers of 
the Beagle. And, Sir, to show my gratitude to the distinguished So- 
ciety of my countrymen, over whom you are now presiding, I take this 
opportunity of declaring, that if, at any future time, my humble efforts 
should be thought likely to be useful, I shall be willing and proud to 
prefer public duty to private happiness. 

" 1 believe, Sir, there is a gentleman now present whose name I have 
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already mentioned, and of whose claims to your notice I beg you will 
allow me to say a few words. 

"Mr. Charles Darwin embarked in the Beagle in 1831, as a zealous 
volunteer in the cause of science. At his own expense he passed five 
years on board the Beagle, or travelling in those countries she visited ; 
and at his return most liberally presented his valuable collections to the 
public. When it is considered that Mr. Darwin never ceased to be a 
martyr to sea-sickness, his perseverance may be appreciated. Of the 
value of his labours I understand you have already been made partially 
aware; and I believe I am quite correct in saying, that the best judges 
estimate those labours very highly. 

" You have been pleased to mention the beneficial effects which are 
likely to result from the information obtained during this survey ; and I 
am sure you will be of opinion that they will be much enhanced by that 
information being made available to the public as speedily as possible. 
All the charts and plans are finished and deposited in the Hydrographic 
Office ; and the principal written information will be completed during 
this year. 

" You have been pleased, Sir, to notice the chronometric chain of 
measurement which has been carried round the world from east to west. 
I have not yet discovered any error in the calculations or observations 
upon which the results of those measurements depend, and anxiously 
look forward to the results of some future chain of measurements made 
from west to east, with a large number of chronometers kept at an uni- 
form temperature. 

"Allow me, Sir, to thank yourself in particular for the very kind, and 
to me so gratifying manner, in which you have communicated the senti- 
ments of this Society, upon whose time and patience I fear I have tres- 
passed too long." 



